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The 26th UN Conference of the Parties (COP26) is crucial if climate change is to be brought under control. 
Leaders from 196 countries will unite in Glasgow to accelerate action towards the goals of the Paris Agreement 
and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.

COP26 may be the world’s last best chance to get runaway climate change under control. World leaders will 
discuss whether enough has been achieved since 2015's landmark Paris climate agreement to limit global 
warming to 1.5°C

Crucially, the latest IPCC Report has delivered a ‘code red for humanity’, demonstrating that the world is 
currently not on track. Current commitments would result in warming well above 3 degrees by 2100 
compared to pre-industrial levels. The science shows that much more must be done to keep 
1.5°C in reach.

CLIMATE CHANGE IS THE GREATEST RISK FACING US ALL.
Around the world storms, droughts, floods and wildfires are intensifying at an 
unprecedented rate. Air pollution a�ects the health of tens of millions and 
unpredictable weather causes untold damage. However, advances in tackling climate 
change are leading to cleaner air, creating good jobs, restoring nature and at the 
same time unleashing economic growth. Despite the opportunities we are not 
acting fast enough. To avert this crisis, countries need to join forces urgently.

Countries are being asked for "ambitious" targets to reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gases going into the atmosphere by 2030. And they will be asked 
how they will achieve "net zero" - no more going into the atmosphere than is 
removed - by 2050.

Redoubled ambition. The time for ambitious climate action is now. All countries must 
put forward ambitious targets and plans at the crucial Glasgow COP to achieve the goals of 
the Paris Agreement.

Ambitious 2030 targets. Now is the time for ambitious climate action. At minimum, developed nations 
including Australia and New Zealand need to join the US in halving emissions by 2030. Further, by 
providing substantial financial assistance to impacted countries and 
laying out plans for net zero no later than 2050.

Climate finance and climate justice. Developed countries must make 
good on their promise to mobilise at least US$100 billion per annum in 
climate finance. Developing countries need support to build low 
carbon economies and adapt to the impacts of climate change.

Mobilise your networks. Our region is already seeing some of the first 
and worst impacts of climate change. We have the solutions and the 
time for action is now. Organise with friends and colleagues to call for 
ambitious climate commitments by leaders of governments and 
business at COP26. 
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“There is no viable pathway to net 
zero emissions that does not involve 
protecting and restoring nature on 
an unprecedented scale. COP26 
needs to be decisive. Whether future 
generations look back at this time 
with admiration or despair, depends 
entirely on our ability to seize this 
moment. Let’s seize it together.”

ALOK SHARMA
COP President Designate,
ex-Secretary of State for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy, UK


